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a 10 percent reduction in teenage and adult
drug use over the next 2 years, and a 25 per-
cent reduction in drug use, nationally, over
the next 5 years. Those are our goals.

We understand we can’t do it alone here
in Washington, and that’s why our approach
is a community-based approach. That's why
we recognize the true strength of the country
is our people. And we know there’s thou-
sands of parents, thousands of educators,
thousands of community activists, law en-
forcement officials, all anxious to come to-
gether to achieve this national strategy.

I know they’re ambitious goals, but when
we meet them, our Nation is going to be safer
and more hopeful. You see, there is a moral
reason for this fight. There is a moral reason
to achieve this grand national objective, and
it’s this: Drugs rob men and women and chil-
dren of their dignity and their character. Ille-
gal drugs are the enemies of ambition and
hope.

Thank you for joining the fight. May God
bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to John P. Walters, Director, Office
of National Drug Control Policy, who introduced
the President. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the 2002 National Drug
Control Strategy

February 12, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the 2002 National
Drug Control Strategy, consistent with the
Office of National Drug Control Policy Re-
authorization Act of 1998 (21 U.S.C. 1705).

Illegal drug use threatens everything that
is good about our country. It can break the
bonds between parents and children. It can
turn productive citizens into addicts, and it
can transform schools into places of violence
and chaos. Internationally, it finances the
work of terrorists who use drug profits to
fund their murderous work. Our fight against
illegal drug use is a fight for our children’s
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future, for struggling democracies, and
against terrorism.

We have made progress in the past. From
1985 to 1992, drug use among high school
seniors dropped each year. Progress was
steady and, over time, dramatic. However,
in recent years we have lost ground. This
Strategy represents the first step in the re-
turn of the fight against drugs to the center
of our national agenda. We must do this for
one great moral reason: over time, drugs rob
men, women, and children of their dignity
and of their character.

We acknowledge that drug use among our
young people is at unacceptably high levels.
As a Nation, we know how to teach character,
and how to dissuade children from ever using
illegal drugs. We need to act on that knowl-
edge.

This Strategy also seeks to expand the drug
treatment system, while recognizing that
even the best treatment program cannot help
a drug user who does not seek its assistance.
The Strategy also recognizes the vital role of
law enforcement and interdiction programs,
while focusing on the importance of attacking
the drug trade’s key vulnerabilities.

Previous Strategies have enjoyed bipar-
tisan political and funding support in the
Congress. I ask for your continued support
in this critical endeavor.

George W. Bush

The White House,
February 12, 2002.

Executive Order 13256—President’s
Board of Advisors on Historically
Black Colleges and Universities

February 12, 2002

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, in order to ad-
vance the development of the Nation’s full
human potential and to advance equal oppor-
tunity in higher education, to strengthen the
capacity of historically black colleges and uni-
versities to provide the highest quality edu-
cation, and to increase opportunities for
these institutions to participate in and benefit
from Federal programs, as do other colleges



